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FoL LX, SIN, & DANGER 
OF n 
Marrying Fidows, Old Nomen, &c. 


HOCIAL Love, or a tender 
Dau Regard for the Happineſs, of 
aa ourFellow-creatures, is a Prin- 
WI ciple implanted by Nature in 

— almoſt every human: Breaſt. 
Salts indeed, poſſeſs, it in a greater Degree 
than others, and here and there we find 
a Monſter in a human Form, who ap- 


| 22 
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pears an utter Stranger to it. For my own - - 


Part, I am really conſcious of this generous 
Principle in myſelf, and I defire the Reader 
to believe that 1 am ſolely induced to pub- 
liſh the enſuing Pages, by a laudable Am- 

bition of doing good, 
I have myſelf been married to an Ola 
Wenn, and what i " yet worſe, a Widow ; 
| but, 
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Harrow Bounds, 2 


Deſtruction, ———— 
bof geing near it, eg e ine to a 
A Path 2 TH 


T5" | 
ian wy Wi dieb u few 
"Weeks ago. As I have been a grant Saß 
Ferer by being thus matched, ot rather 


miſmatched, my Compaſſion for all others 


in the like unhappy Circumſtance, is na- 
turally and ſincerely excited. It is true, 
I am incapable of contributing much to 
the Relief of thoſe who are already plunged 
1 


into that dreadful Gulph, out of whi 
am ſo happily emerged, but I have great 
Hopes that my charitable Endeavours may 


7 prevent many who are yet fafe, from pre- 


cipitating themſelves into the ſame anfor- 
tunate Condition: And as my private Si- 
Tuation- in the World limits my Oppor- 
tunities for ſerving my Country within 2 

greater Good 


ec 


do in my — than 
-out to unwary Travellers the 


Marriage undoubtedly was at firſt de- 
-Ganed to keep Mankind in a State of So- 
briety, Virtue, and (by an infeperable Con- 
ſequence) Happi ineſs, as far as Happineſs 
In this Life van d be attained to; but in this, 


- as in all other 3 capable of being 
Petverted by the Depravity of Man, fuch 


- *Goorptions have been — that-it 


$ is 


488 


+ naw brought into Diſgrace and 
tempt, and made the Subject of Ridic 
amongſt People of all Ranks and of both 
Sexes; ſuch only excepted, who have Wiſ⸗ 
dom enough to ſeperate the Thing itſe]f 
from the Abuſes which are crept into it. 
Of theſe Abuſes and Corruptions, the 
unnatural ConjunRion of a Young Man 
and an Old Woman is certainly: the Chief; 
as I ſhall plainly demonſtrate} by the incon- 
teſtible Evidence of Examples and Facts, 
amongſt which my own unhappy Cafe will 
Have no ſmall Weight with the unprejudi- 
ced Reader.. 
But, before 1 proceed to illuſtate the 
Truth of my Aſſertion, by the melancholy 
Inſtances which I ſhall produce, I Will 
offer a fer Arguments to proye 
the Folly, Sin, and Danger of a: Nu. 
Man's marrying an Old Woman whale 
Maid or Widow; and more eſpecially the 
great Danger of any Man's marrying 4 
Young Widow, 
I ale it for granted that all my Chriſtian 
Readers believe a univerſal Providence: I 
ſay my Chriſtian Readers, becauſe 1 .do 
not write to the Infidels of this Age, who 
are not to be reaſoned with,' having ſhewn 
- themſelves great Enemies to | 


#6 well 46-6 Faith. Now a- univerf 
B 2 Bros 


vnn 

Providence muſt neceſſarily extend to Indi- 
viduals, as every Individual makes a Part 
of the whole Syſtem of created Beings; 
_ for if all the Parts are not preſerved, what 
then muſt become of the Whole? 
The Superintendance of a Providence over 
the Affairs of Men being allowed, Jet us 
-enquire whether this Providence does not, 
in ſome Meaſure, puniſh the Vicious, and 
reward the Virtuous, even in this Life; 
and thereby fix and maintain the Ballance 
of Good and Evil in the moral World. 
I hope no one who is Maſter of but a 
moderate Share of Reaſon and Experience, 
-will deny that the wiſe and virtuous Man, 
the Man whoſe Actions are governed tr 
juſt and generous Principles, who avoids 
All the Evil, and does all the Good that he 
Kan, is more favoured by God, and re- 
vered by Man, than he who indulgeth 
Hhimſelf in vicious Paſſions, and walks in 
the Paths of Wickedneſs and Folly: This 
is what every body may have obſerved: I 
never knew a ſenſible Perſon far advanced 
"in Years, ' who was not abſolutely. aſſured, 
the many Inſtances he had known, that 
ice and Virtue are their own Reward, 


e in this Life. It is true a Caſe may 
ſometimes preſent itſelf to our View, ſeem- 


ingly the-Reverſe ug what has td + 
ut 


| 0s) 
bat all ſuch, if carefully into, and 
truly, will be found in the End, to be 
only ſtronger Proofs in favour of our Ar- 


ment. a 
How often do we ſee: Perſons eminent 


hoc. their Piety or Morals, flouriſhing, to 

uſe David's Simile, like a green Tree — 2 
ed by the Rivers Side! Their Characten 
— 2 their Virtues reverenced, their 
Perſons loved, their Friendſhip courted: 
They live with Satisfaction to themſelves, 
and die in the fulneſs of their Honours, 
lamented by all, and their Memories tranſ- 
mitted with Bleflings to lateſt Poſterity. 

On the other Hand, we ever find the 
.diſhoneſt Fool, the worldly-minded unge- 
nerous Soul, and the wicked Reprobate, 
deſpiſed and hated not only by their betters, 
but even by thoſe who are * as them- 
ſelyes: And tho for a while they may de- 
ceive the World, and ſeem to proſper, yet 
an evil Fate, or, in other Words, the 
Hand of Providence, is ſure to overtake 
them at laſt: In their Lives they are per- 
petually haunted and harraſſed by their own - 
Conſciences, and tho, ——ů abound- 
ing in Riches, they ſtarve amidſt their 
Plenty, not having the Power to enjoy 
any earthly Good they poſſeſs, being con- 
ſcious of their own Demerits, and dread- 
ing 


ei 


bog the Approach of that auenging Cai 
taſtrophe, which ſeldem fails to fall on 
them e er they can 1 in their 
Graves. 1 

1 doubt not but every ſenſible Reader 
will alloy the above Obſervations to be 
juſt, and if they are juſt, they are ſuf- 
ficient to prove that Man in his general 
Commerce with his Fellow - oteatures, gains 
Pleafure and Profit, Pains and Lofles, in 
'Pr to the Fit er fooliſh, image 
or vicious Tenor of his Conduct. 

If then the over-ruling Hand of Pro- 
vidence extends its Diſpenſations to the 
grand Concerns of human Life, Marriage 
"as one of the Principal, if not abſolutely 
the moſt Important, having an immediate 
Tendency to the Improvement or De- 
ſtruction of human Ha 2 n is furely 
Intitled to its peculia And bg 
Providence cally * govern and di- 
rect Mankind in this as * as all other 
important Concerns, is palpably evident 
from the — her attending E- 
vents of this Kind. © 
According to the facred Laws of Ma- 

rrimon c; as  abliſhed by the all-wiſe Au- 
| Nature, the principal Motive, the 


ler Indueement for entering into that 
Note, is a mutual Affection between the 
Parties, 


| 4 4 af 
Parties, ſupremely over-ruling all  othed 
Conſiderations: Which Affection is to be 
regulated by a Fore ad 'a 
ſtrict Regard to the Preſervation and Im- 
provement of each others Happines, ab- 
ſtrated from the meer Gratifications of 
Love. Let us now ſee what it is that ha» 
turally excites this Affection in the Mind. 
— I is nething elſe than 
Yoath, Beauty, or Virtue on the one Side; 
and Vigour, Comelineis, good Senſe, and 
Generoſity on the other. It is by theſe, 
or certain other Endowments, generally in- 
com with old Age, that either dex is 
naturally excited to Love the other, and to 
deſire that mutual Interconrſe called Matri- 
mony ; and all Motives for * ſuch 
an Intercourſe which are foreign to theſe, 
are — ——-VT Lig 
of Nature: Thoſe Laws which are pre- 
ſcribed to us by God himſelf, the Author 
of all Things, and which only tend to 
make Mankind virtuous, wiſe, and happy. 
Conſequently whatever Actions we com- 
mit, contrary to ſuch Laws, are contrary x 
to the Scheme and Conduct of God's 
vidential Government of the World, and 
therefore Merits his Diſpleaſure; and what 
ever we do to Merit bis Diſpleaſure, 'is 
. undoubtedly a Sin, and whatever is = 
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be certainly iſhes een in this Life. 
I will —— by inſtancing one kind 
of Puniſhment which tly lights on 
thoſe who enter into the facred Bands 
from unrighteous Motives, ix. 
A young Fellow of ſmall Fortune is very 
deſirous of enlarging — and while he en- 
deavours to attain to this imaginary Happi- 
neſs, he voluntarily, tho unwarily Ache 
the Purſuit of every real and ſubſtantial 
Enjoyment. Thus, inſtead of applying 
himſelf to Trade or Bufirieſs of any Kind, 
or endeavouring to obtain ſome profitable 
Poſt in the Service of his King and Country, 
the only Methods by which a wiſe Man 
would think of encreaſing his Fortune, 
he makes it his chief Care to find out 
ſome filly Old Woman, ne Matter how 
ugly, ill-natur'd, or vicious ſhe he, provided 
ſhe be but rich. Such a Female muſt un- 
do be in herſelf difagrecable to a 
Young Man, and ſtands but a poor Chance 


* yang him A * Huſband: This the 
: iüll- 


. Here the Reader, to are a Repetition bY the 
fame Remarks, is deſired to apply what has been al- 
ready ſaid, concerning virtuous and vicious Men in 

their general Conduct; for the ſame Concluſions ate 
to be made with Regard to the Conduct of: thoſe 
who marry from the laudable Impulſes of Nature, 
aud thoſe who do the ſame Thing from political and 
ſordid Views. 


| r 
ilt-fated Youth in his own Oonkdencenowie © 
very well, yet fooliſhly, wickedly, and in 
direct Diſobedience to the Voice of Na- 
ture in his own Breaſt, marries her, for 
the Sake of her Wealth, tho? the very 
Moment the Knot is tied, he looks on her 
as an Incumbrance upon the new Eſtate 
he has acquired, and a neceſſary Evil, in- 
ſtead of a ſocial Computed, and the 
ſweetner of his Life. 
But mark the Conſequence. Heaven © 
provoked at ſo monſtrous a Breach in the 
Order of Nature, will not ſuffer the Cri- 
minals to eſcape unpuniſhed, but reſolves. 
to make them — its juſtice ant 
r by to deter others from the 
ke Offence, For — Purpoſe the offend. 
ing Youth is bandoned to the deſtructivs 
Impulſes of his own Paffions, He is nod 
longer the Object of God's providential 
Care, 'but is given up to the Mercy of 
his worſt Enemy, his own ſelf. He now 
finds that the Happineſs which he ſought 
| by Marrying, 5s not yet in his Poſſeſſion l 
It is true he has Wealth, but he wants 
every other Satisfaction. He loaths the 
Embraces, the Converſation, the Preſence 
of his Wife, and goes in ſearch of thoſe 
Gratifications abroad, which it is impoſſi- 
e He now 
C gives 


. (nw 
gives a Looſe to every Inordinate Deſire, 
revels in the peſtilential Arms of the Harlot, 
In the poiſonous Delights of the Bottle, and 
in the rainous Diverſions of the Gaming«- 
table; till at length, his Health, his Wealth, 
his Reputation being deſtroy d, and no- 
ting left him but Poverty and Contempt, 
he applies himſelf to infamous Practices 
for a wretched Subfiſtence : In this per- 
haps he ſucceeds, lives and dies abhorred and 
deſpiſed by all; or he fails in his Saaaies, 
and periſhes in a Jail, or on a Tree. 
This is but one Method, out of many 
which are viſible to the dilige nt Obſerver; 
whereby Providence dif] — its Judgments 
on Criminal of this — As every Tree 
is beſt known by its Fruit, fo the Sinfulneſs 
of theſe unnatural Conjunctions, is moſt 
apparently diſcovered by their Conſequences. 
The divine J uſtice which never ſuffers them 
10 „is alone ſufficient to demon- 
ſtrate, wi ithout the help of any verbal Ar- 
 guiment; that they are contrary to the 
Scheme and Conduet of God's Same 
* the World. | - . 71 47 
Matrimony entered into from any other 
— agg than that of à ſincere and 
tender Paſſion, an Aﬀection which is purely 
and ſimply fixed on the Perſon, abſtracted 
Tom all Canfiderations of Wealth, e. is 
. J | . 


a 
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no better than meer Fornication. He that 
marries meerly for the Sake of Money, ar 
any 8 of that Sort, cannot pro- 
perly be ſaid to have married a Wife, but 
a Bag of Money, a Piece of Parchment, 
Cc. and therefore he is ſtill without a 
Wife, in the ſtrict and true Senſe of the 
Word, and the Woman that he keeps may 
lawfully lo far as the Thing only regards the 
—— uſband) make him a Cuckold, 
without committing Adultery, : For all the 


Crime which can reaſonably be imputed to 


her on that Score, ſeeing ſhe is not yet 
married, is but Fornication at the worſt; 
and even that not ſo blameable as in ſingle 
Woman, becauſe ſhe has been betrayed, 
and tied to a Man who only ſtands in 
the Place of a Huſband without 1 
really ſuch; and who has wic 
19 — her of all Opportunities of of ce iſpa- 
fing of herſelf in a Manner more ſuitable 
to what may conſtitute her Happineſs. 
When I fat down to write this little 
Trac, I intended to have made uſe of 
ſeveral other 3 in Favour of my 
Hypotheſis; but I now look upon & 
have ſaid as ſufficient to prove the ſinful- 
neſs of a Young Man's marrying an Old 
Woman ; unleſs we are to ſuppoſe that he 


is in Lowe with her. Perſon and natural 
C 2 Accom—- 


— 


— . 


| Accompliſhments, without an 
to by the Rules of that 


Without the | 


of the Marriage Bed, and that another 


N 2 over the Heart and Reaſon'of Man, 


() 


y further Re- 
gard to her Fortune than what he is obli 


prudent Likes. oy 
which I have already laid down as the re- 
gulator of our Affections: But that this 
can ntly, if ever happen, is ſuch an 
Abſurdity as I do not ink it worth 
while to take any further Notice of. 

If then what has been ſaid, is ſufficient 


to prove the Sinfulneſs of ſuch 2 Con- 
junction, it will be unneceſſary to add any 


Thing concerning the Folly and Danger of 
ſuch a Proceedin mL for every one will grant, 


Heſitation, that it is the 
Height of Folly in any Man to commit a 


iinful Action, ſince ſuch Actions are in- 


diſputably attended with inevitable Danger, 


| both to his preſent and future Happineſs. 


With regard to the Widows, I ſhall 


: eafly prove the Danger to which Men are 
. Expoſed, by entering into Matrimony with 


"them, and, conſequently, the Folly of ſuch 


* Junction, eſpecially on the Pat of the 
Man. e 


Man is naturally tenacious of the Rights 


ſhould ſhare thoſe Rights with him, is 
"what he cannot bear the Thoughts of. And 
fo far has this natural Delicacy the Aſcen- 


that 


( 
that he loſes half his Reliſh for the Enjoy- 
ment of ſuch Rights, in the Perſon of a 
Widow, by the Reflection of their hav- 
ing been heretofore poſſeſſed by ano- 
ther. And though a Widow ſhould pre- 
ſerve her Fidelity to a ſecond Huſband 
ever ſo religiouſly, yet ſtill the Man will 
never have that tender Affection for her 
which he might have had, if ſhe had nevet 
before been married. He that Weds a Re- 
lict, conſiders her but as a Relict; a ſecond- 
band Commodity, and certainly in ſome” 
Reſpects worſe for the Wear: And indeed, 
it would be highly abſurd for any one to 
ſet fo great a Value upon any ſecond-hand 
Piece of Houſhold Furniture, as he would if 
it were new ; becauſe he knows not how it 
may have been uſed, nor what ſecret Cracks, 
. Flaws, or Stains it may have received 
by the Carelefinek and ill Ulage of.” a 
— Poſſeſſor. 
If I am to purchaſe à Horſe, 14140 
mount the Saddle, and walk, trot, pace, 
or gallop the Creature, in order to form a 
Judgment of its Motions and 
before-hand. If a Mare bath been 11 
bro;e when a Colt, or any Ways ſpoiled 
by the Ignorance or Boiſterouſneſs of the 
firſt Rider; ifſhe hath been over- hackney d, 
na tounder d; or hath any latent Di- 
; * 


, v 
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temper, 'oeeafioned by the Cateleſueſs or 
foul Play of the Seller, or any other for- 

mer Proprietor; yet, in uch Cakes, if T 
have any Skill in Horſes, I ſhall diſcover 
the Imperfections before I pay pay my Money, 
and am ſtill at Liberty to feek further, till 
Lean ſuit myſelf to my Liking : But it is 
not ſo with Widows, Solomon ſays, The 
««. Hearts of Kings are unſearchable; and 
he might have added, that the Hearts of 
| Widows are unſearchable too: But Solo. 
"mon, probably, was not much acquainted 
with this incomprehenſible Sort of Fe. 
males, for he who might have furniſhed 
half his Subjects with his own Leavings, 
could have but little Oecaſion for thoſe of 
tber Men. 

Ol all the variety of Female Diguiſes 
the Wiles of the Widow are the moſt intri- 
ce. Her deep Diſſimulation, her artful 
Appearances, are by far an-Over-match for 


all the Wiſdom and Policy of Man; who 
may as well pretend to Fathom and diſcern 


the 


Depth and Bottom of the Occan, as 
0 Form a right judgment of the true 
Oharacter of a Widow, whilſt ſhe te: 
mains in the State of Widowhood. 
Dramantbe, whilſt a Maid, was good: 
natured, generous, free, and withal ex- 

* ſober. Being married to a moſt 
indulgent 


615) 
indulgent Huſband ;* ſhe becomes acquaint». 
ed _ half the tattling Goſſips in the. 
N eighbourhood, and then her good Na- 
tyre is changed into Cenſoriouſneſs, her 
Generoſity to a fooliſh, Profuſion, laviſh- 
ing half ber Huſband's Income upon idle 
Tale-bearers, ſecret Confidants, and in ex- 
penſive Viſits; her Frankneſs degenerates 
into an unbounded Licentiouſneſs of Con- 
verſation, and all Appearances of Female 
Modeſty are quite laid aſide, eſpecially in 
her private Cabals 3 and in fine, her ſober 
Inclinations and Manners are turned into 
 Voluptuouſneſs, and the Cordial Comforts 
of the Bottle are her ſummum Bonum. 
Where are now thoſe Maideh Virtues 
which firſt captivated her Huſband ? Alas! 
they are no longer to be found in Dra- 
manthe. In vain does the poor Man grieve: 
at his Diſapointment, the evil admits of 
no Remedy but Death. At laſt, this only 
Remedy appears, but inſtead of adminiſtring 
to the Cure of Dramantbe, leaves her for 
a Puniſhment to ſome other 53ll-fatedMortal, 
and carries off her Huſband, to introduce - 
men of Ma- 

ttimony 
A late eminent Packer hear the Royal Exe 
Lind, The Character here given ty her Wise 


a faithful Copy of the ern and his per li 
teralhy true. 14 


(w) 

trimony are unknown, as the Comforts of 
it are not wanted. 
Let us now view Dramanthe « Widow: 

She now reſumes her natural Character, 
at leaſt in'Appearance reſumes it, and ſeems 
all Virtue, all Piety, all Tenderneſs. Theſe 
borrowed Charms, added to the Allure- 
ments of Ten thouſand Pounds Sterling, 
ſoon ed her another Huſband, “ who 
in kf then twelve Months after his Marri- 
age, would gladly have given Twenty 
thouſand Pounds to have been rid of her. 
She again betakes herſel to her Goflips and 
her Bottle. This opens the Eyes of the 
new Huſband, and almoſt breaks his Heart 
into the Bargain. He faw, by the freſh 
Diſcoveries which everyDay produced, that 
Dramanthe, tho a young Woman, was 
an old Hypocrite, and a grievous Offender 
inſt the Rules of Female Sobriety and 
m. However, he is not without 
Hopes of reclaiming her by his tender Be- 
haviour and cordial Advice. For this 
Purpoſe he expoſtulates with her, intreats 
her with Tears, tries every Inducement that 
might poſſibly prevail with her to come 
to'a Reformation. But his Endeavours - 
were fruitleſs : She r takes Occaſion to 


_ 
* Mr, D=— 3 Mertanton Tor A * 


(7) 
quatrel with him, ſheds a few Tears, ond 
that very Evening viſits ſome of her Con- 
fidants,, the Repoſitories of her vor 
and Siſters in Iniquity; to whom ſhe; re 
lates what had paſſed -betwixt herſelf and 
her Huſband. Theſe. Agents of Female 
Corruption, hereupon, counſel her to per- 
ſevere i in the pious Paths they had led her 
into.; and, of all Things in the World, not 
to let her Huſhand book upon her Pre- 
rogatives, or any Ways reſtrain her from 
what ſhe, in her own Prudence, ſhould 
think fit to do. Thus adviſed and en- 
couraged, the next Time Mr. D—— took 
Notice to her of her. imprudent Conduct, 
ſhe aſſured him roundly, that, Truly, ſhe 
« knew how to govern herſelf as well as 
« he did. That her firſt Huſband would 
« never have behaved with ſo much ill 
— Nature and ill Manners towards her; 
d, in wk that ſhe would not be 
ontrolled by him.“ This reprobate 
FO drew a roughReply from Mr.D — 
and mutual Reproaches preſently filled the 
whole Houſe with Clamour and Confu- 
fion.; and after that Day not a civil Word, 
or a charitable Look paſſed betwixt them. 
She now. frets and grieves immoderately, 
and as immoderately ſteeps her Sorrows in 
the conſoling Dram-glaſs: Till at laſt, the 
| Huſband, exaſperated to the higheſt Der 
Lobes Sies, 
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, exerts his Authority, confines her at 
Jome, and abſolutely forbids all her Fe- 
male Acquaintance, except ſuch as he ap- 
proved, to come neat her. His next Care 
was to confine her to a moderate uſe of the 
Bottle; at the fame Time, though he 
never had loved her, he behaved with the 
utmoſt Reſpect towards her, and took great 
Cate to coneeal her Weaknefs from pub- 
lick Notice. ' But this Sort of Treatment 
would not do with her. Being deprived 
of all Correſpondence with her K Aſſo- 
ciates, ſne meanly commences an Intimacy 
with a Man Servant in the Houſe, whom 
| ſhe bribes and employs to fetch and carry 
Letters, Spiritubus Liquors, Sc. And when 
her Money failed, the ſcrupled not to give 
him Plate, Rings, and ſuch Things, to 
Pawn and Sell to ſupply her vicious Ex- 
ceſſes. By theſe Means the Fellow be- 
coming Maſtet of all her Secrets and Foi- 
bles, took Advantage from them, and, as 
| unities occurred, improved the Au- 
thority he had thus gained over her, to ſuch 
a Height of Inſolence and Wickedneſs, as 
to Wende his Maſters Bed. He made 
his firſt Attempt upon ber, at a Time 
when ſhe was already overcome by her 
Liquor, and conſequently incapable of re- 
fiſting him ſo much to hart ht 
_ have done had ſhe been ſober. - Having 
FR ſucceeded 
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eee; once, the relew fn ad but ue 
Di in repeating his Crime; and at 
2 ew ſo careleſs in concealing. it, 
that bi Maſter diſcovered, the infamous 
Intrigue. Mr. D-—— being, however, . 
a Man of great Prudence, took an Oppor- 
tunity of quarrelling with the Fellow upon 
ſome other Occaſion, and turned him off, 
without ever — Hey him know his main 
Reaſon for ſo doing. After this Mr. D 
perceiving that his Wife had abſolutely loſt 
all Senſe of Virtue or Decency, reſolved to 
let her take her full Swing at the Bottle, 
but ſtill kept her cloſely confined, under 
Pretence of ſome Diſorder in her Intellects: 
This Conduct had its defired Effect, for 
ſhe ſoon drank herſelf to Death, to the 
great Joy of the now happy Mr. . 

Almoſt every Engliſb Widow, in ſome . 
Degree reſembles Hramantbe. Tis true, 
they are not all guilty of * Druukenneß, or 
Adultery; nay, perhaps not above one in 
fifty are chargeable with ſuch monſtrous 
Vices, but I may fafely yenture to affirm, . 
that moſt of — are degenetated from 
the virtuous Simplicity and Iunocence af 
their Virgin State. This may be derived 
from ſeveral Cauſes, of which the follow- 


are the 
I. A Virgin who marries a Man early. , 
from the Impulſes 8 Love, or hath ever 
been 
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FIR brought to love her firſt Hutbane 
with a natural and fincere Tenderneſs, even 
though ſhe might but ſlightly regard him 
before Marriage, will never have that lively 
Affection for a ſecond Huſband; which 
the had for the firſt; nor will her Beha- 
viour to her ſecond; attract his Love and 
Tenderneſs in ſo great a Degree by far, as 
her firſt, perhaps, expreſs'd towards her ; ; 
or as the ſecond might Probably have ſhewn, 
bad he been the fiſt, 
II. A Woman may have hen: too much 
indulged and gratified by a firſt Huſband, 
in all the Exceſſes of her Paffions ; and, as 
the common Phraſe is, having ter 0WN 
Way in every thing, Now a ſecond Huſj- 
band may neither be ſo youthful nor fo 
fond as the firſt; and, conſequentiy will 
not be ſo paſſive, indulgent; complying ; 
_ fo prejudiced in Favour of her Perſon, or 
fo blind to her Foibles. 
II. During the Life of her Git Hur: 
band, or during her Widowhood, a Wo- 
man may have contracted ſuch Acquaint- 
_ ance with tattling Wives, and buxom Wi- 
dos, as may very much viciate her Con- 
verſation and Manners. © Great Numbers 
of married Women and Widows, when 
in Company with thoſe of their own Sex 
and Claſs, give ſuch a Looſe to their 
Thoughts and Words, as greatly A 
C 
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the Corruption of each other; rendering 
their Conceptions groſs, their Deportment 
maſculine and immodeſt, and too fre- 
quently raifing and nouriſhing ſuch Paſ- 
ſions and Defires, . as, when carried 
but to the loweſt Degree of Exceſs, are 
utterly inconſiſtent with Wels Appearaichs 
they put on in the Preſence of the Men. 
Add to this the Tricks, the Stratagems, 
the Pranks, in Which they induſtriouſſy 
inſtruct each other ; their ſeveral Rehear- 
fals of- the Methods by which they have 
managed, or are to manage their paſt, pte- 
Lat. or future Huſbands; ſo as to make 
the poor Men loſe the Uſe of balf their 
| Senſes *; their Deelamations in Praiſe of 
good Living, the Virtues of the Vine, 
- and the Conſolations of the Dram; their 
Receipts for Waſhes, Cordials, Abortion; 
F 1 its, Faint * Se. — beg 
MOV Accom- 


* __ Hoſband whois abſolutely managed or 
governed by his Wife, may be faid to have loſt the 
proper Uſe of half his Senſes; his Sight, his Hearing, 
nay his very Feeling being at her Diſpoſal. If ſhe be a 
Drunkard, he looks upon her as a very ſober Wo- 
man; if an idle, chattering, gi ddy, cenſorious F ol, 
ſhe's the ſharpeſt, clevereſt Woman !—It a ſtupid, 
unconverſible Hum-drum, ſhe's a very prudent, in- 
offcalive Body; if ſhe love a Gallant by the by, 
and this never ſo apparen 77 ſhe's, nevertheleſs, the 
very Pink of Chaſtity ; if a termagant ſcolding Fu- 
Ty, ſhe's an excellent Houſewife, and the moſt care- 
ful Manager in the World, &c. &:, Ce. 
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Accompliſhments, indeed, are but Trifles, 
with what I have heard aſſerted 


of their private Cabal Entertainments. But 


1 8 me to particularize 
what I will not affirm, as I know ſuch 
Things only by hearſay ; and am willing 


N — as favourably of this Part of 


Sex, as is conſiſtent with Juſtice, temper” 
with Compaſſion. : 

"Theſe are the . Cauſes of the 
| Degeneracy of the Widow, from that Pu- 
rity of Manners, thoſe Virtues and Graces, 


| which Men ſo much admire in the Maid; 


and from theſe Conſiderations it is, that I | 
would inſpire my young Countrymen with 
fo juft-a! Senſe of their Liberty 
Happineſs, as not to think Riches: and 
Grandeur worth their Acceptance, if ne- 
ceflacily clogg'd with the 33 of a 

Widow. What is 2 great Fortune worth, 

if it will not produce thoſe ſolid Satisfac- 
tions, which we generally find the Me- 
chanick, and the Country Farmer pofleſs'd 
of? People of theſe Claſſes ſeldom marry 


tom ambitious or ſordid Views. The youth- 
ful Ruſtic never thinks of Matrimony, till 


ſome tight buxom Laſs, nearly his Equal 
in Age and other Circumſtances, has 
inſpired him with that Paſſion, which Na- 
tute has given us to direct our Choice, and 


thes he looks for no greater ** than 


what | 


and real 
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what be expects to find in her Arms: * 
ing to the Bleſſing of Providence on his 
Induſtry, for every other Enjoyment. 
Hence it is, that Dzck and Sufan are hap- 
py in each other, while young Trafiickthe 
Cit, and Papilio the . the ona 
wedded to a rich Widow, the other to an 
old maiden Lady of great Fortune, are - 
both as miſerable as two hated but cternal 
Companions can make them. * 
Young Widows are univerſally accuſed 
of more Wantonneſs than other — 
I could produce many Quotations from 
Authors . ancient — modern, who have. 
taken Notice of this. But not to ſwell my 
Book beyond its intended Bulk, I ſhall 
only cite the Obſervation made by the great 
Apoſtle Paul, after whom any other Au- 
thority would be ſuperfluous. - _ 
In this Apoſtle's firft Epiſtle to Tit 7,3 
tby*, he thus cautions the young Biſhop 
againſt them, But the younger V Fa re- 
fuſe, fer when they have begun to wax 
wanton, they will marry ; baving Dam- 
nation, becauſe they have caſt off their it 
Faith.+ And withal they learn to be idle; 
n. about from . zo Phy ; and - 
* | 
„ Chap. v. ver. 11, &c. | a 
+ Query. Whether the Apoſtle does not mean | 
their Faith to their firſt Huſband ; if ſo, then the 
Context plainly intimates, that a Chriſtian Widow + 
is never to marry a ſecond Time, 
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not only idle, but Tattlers alſo, and Buß- 
| 2 abing Things which they ought 
not ow, if the Widows in the Days 
of Paul, and in thoſe Countries where 
Women are, and ever have been kept in 
ſo much Reſtraint, deſerved to be thus 
characterized what would the Apoſtle 
think of our Engliſb libertine Dowagers, 
who-know no Lies but their own Paſ- 
ſions, no Reſtraint but the Limin of cheir 
Fortunes? 

A Wantonneſs of 9 1s hae 
I believe few Men value in a Wife, unleſs 
confined within the Bounds of Modera- 
tion. Now ether the wanton Widow 
| has ber Inclinations curbed and moderated 
by a ſecond Marriage, is what I will not 
—— abſolutely to decide: However, 
if the experienced Reader ſhould heſitate 
upon the Point, L will freely caſt my own 
private Opinion, founded upon melan- 
eholly Experience, into the negative Scale, 
which may perhaps ſuffice to determine | 
his Judgment. 

After all, if any Man ſhall ſtill think the 
a rich old Woman, or the younger Widow 
ble upon the whole, to the young 
Virgin with little or no Fortune, tho', the 
former hath no perſonal Charms to recom- 
mend her, and the latter be rich enough 


ny the Endowments of Nature and \Edu- 
: cation, 


„ — 
— . 
cation, let ſuch an one take his Old Woman, or 

his Widow, and may God bleſs them together, 
if it be poſſible. In ſome Caſes, tho? ſuch but 
ſeldom appear, I grant the Young Man, and the 
Old Woman or Widow, may marry together, and 
do very well, The Widow may happen to be 


Miſtreſs of many Female Accompliſhments, and 


may therefore make ſome worthy neceſſitous Youth 
happy, but let her not think herſelf good enough 
for a Man of Fortune. The Old Woman may 
alſo have her peculiar native Endowments till 
about her, and flourifhing in an uncommon De- 
gree, tho* in the Autumn, or Winter of her Days; 
and theſe whither*dBeauties- may poſſibly ſtrike the 
Heart of ſome honeſt dull Fellow, whoſe Taſte is 
not over delicate, and they may come together 
well enough, without any very bad Conſequences: 
Tho', by the Way, no great Good can probably 
enſue ; eſpecially if it be conſidered, that a vener- 
able Matron with one Foot in the Grave, ought 
rather to employ the ſhort Remainder of her 
Days in preparing for another World, than'to 
think of ſolacing herſelf in the youthful Paſtimes 
of Venus. | | 8 * ab”, 
But, as Examples will be more apt to ſtrike 
with Conviction, thoſe who may yet be uncon- 
vinced by the preceding Arguments, I will con- 
clude all with a Recital of my own Miſconduct 
in the very Inſtances which I have been condemn- 
ing, and one or two other Examples which happen- 
ed within the Compaſs of my own Acquaintance. 
When I firſt began to think of Matrimony, I 
was Journeyman to one of his Majeſty's Apo» 
| E thecaries, 
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 thecaries, to whom I had ſerved an Appretice, 
ſhip. The Object of my Affections was a Patient, 
the youngeſt Daughter of a Gentleman, who 
having ſeveral other Children, and but a 
narrow Fortune, could not give her above 200 
Pounds. But 1 was not then a Slave to Fortune, 
I loved the young Lady ſincerely, and had the 
Pleaſure to find that my Addreſſes were not diſ- 
agreeable to her. In ſhort, we agreed to make 
ourſelves happy in each other, and a Time for our 
Marriage was fixed. Her 200 Pounds, joined to 
about as much more, which I had in my. elder 
' Brother's Hands, I knew was ſufficient to ſet me 
up in a tolerable Situation: But, a few Weeks be- 
fore the Wedding · day arrived, happening to reflect 
that our united Fortunes might not be ſufficient to . 
guard againſt Contingencies, and that if I miſ- 
carried at firſt entring into Buſineſs, as we had no, 
| Reſource, we ſhould both be ruined. As this Ob- 
jeRion was of too great Moment to be lighted, 
we both agreed to poſtpone our Marriage till 
ſomething ſhould intervene to render it leſs. for- 
midable. Soon after, Miſs and I had a flight 
quarrel, and I thereupon ſuſpended my Viſits far 
a A Monch extraordinary. Mean Time a neighbour- 
ing Apothecary dying, I was adviſed to Attempt 
his Widow, who had 5000 Pounds, beſides a 
good Shop, c. and the whole unencumbred with 
| Children. To this 1 had two Objections of great 
Weight; the firſt my Pre- engagement to the 
young Lady; the ſecond was the advanced Age, 
and notorious bad Temper of the Widow : But 


- ſeveral concurring Accidents happening to lege 
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the firſt;, an Inclination for. the Old Wann 
Riches began to take Poſſeſſion of my Heart, 121 
at laſt Love, with all its tender kindred Paſſions 
was abſolutely beaten out. In fine, I fooliſhly 
ſwallowed the gilded Pill of Ambicion,. without 
ever reflecting op the nauſeous Ingredients which 

compoſed the inner Subſtance of it, and was 

married to the Widow, after a Courtſhip of two 
Months. ws 

I 'was fincerely defirous of making the Old 
Woman as — poſſible, the Difference of 
our Age conſidered: For tho? I could not really 
love her, I reſolved to treat her with all imagin, 
able ReſpeR, and diligently ſtrove to-pleaſe and 
gratify all her peeviſh, croſs-grain'd Humours, 
Baut, in leſs than half a Year after we came toge | 

ther, I had ſufficient Reaſon to repent what it 
was now to lata to retrieve. My Wiſe, as I now 
diſcovered, had been Cook-maid to der firſt Huſ- 
band's Maſter, and had unaccountably found 
Means to entice the Apprentice to-marry her. A- 
greeable to the Meanneſs of her Profeſſion, was 
her Birth and Education, not having been — ſo 
much as to read; and, what Rill heightned this 
Misfortune, her depraved Underſtanding, and 
perverſe Diſpoſition, were invincible Obſtacles to 
her Improvement. Hence ſhe ever remained, as 
Nature formed her, a Slave to the Strength and 


Violence of her on untuly Paſſions 3 - agitated 
eternally by the moſt ſuſpicious and unſurmount - 


able Jcalouly ; (which undoubtedly proceeded from 
Conſciouineſs of her own Demerits) arbitrarily 
guided by her on grouſe Conceptions, and 1 
19 ly 


| 
\ 
l 

; 
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rofuſe of the coarſeſt Language, - eſpeciall 
5 out of Humour. No wonder, then, if 
Who am of 'a gay tho* ſober Diſpoſition, and 
have ſome Taſte tor the Elegancies of Life, ſhould 
—_ | — 222 more than an Indifference for ſuch 
a WIIe. | | 
Wives, either Old or Young, are ever ſharp- 
ſighted enough to diſcover the earlieſt and moſt 


hidden Symptoms of a - Huſband's Diſregard. 


This I experienced to my Coſt ; for before I had 
 dragg'd the Chain of Hymen three Months, my 
| venerable Mate began to entertain me with Re- 


proaches, Revilings, Scoldings, hard Names, Ic. 
Sc. Sc. Yet all my Fault was Want of Fondneſs 
for a Creature who made myLife a Burthern to me, 


and the holy State of Matrimony, a State of 


worſe than Egyptian Bondage ! Matters at length 
proceeded to that Extremity, that we parted Beds; 
the-Reaſon of which take as follows, My Wite, 
tho*-Sixty-five Years old, ſtill preſerved a luſty, 
warm, and vi Conſtitution, and had not 
the leaſt averſion to the Pleaſures of Youth. . But 
as for me, my Habit of Body was weakly and 
cold, and the Fretting and Vexation which I daily 
endured,” from the termagant Behaviour of my 
Wife, had worn me to a Skeleton. Hence it 
naturally followed, that I did not give unto: ſuch 
Oonjugal Exceſſes, as ſome married Folks, who 
are better matched, poſſibly may ; and, as it ſeems, 
my amiable Conſort wiſhed I ſhould. » This 
Irompted her to charge me with wronging her 

that Article which no Woman can ſuffer with 
Parience, declaring . that my Affections were 


« placed 


Oi»). 
4 placed upon ſome former Miſtreſs whom 1 
« {till kept, or ſome new one: Adding, that 
« her dear firſt Huſband never gave her the 
« Jeaſt Cauſe of Complaint on this Head, and 
ce that if I did not do her Juſtice, ſhe would expoſe 
« me to all her Acquaintance, Relations, Sc.“ 
Tho? conſcious of my Innocence with reſpe& to 
this Charge, yet, as I knew ſhe was capable o 
inventing and aſſerting any Falſhood, 1 confeſs 
her Threats had ſuch an Effect upon me, that, 
rather than provoke her to do any thing prejudi-. 
cial to my Reputation, I conſtrained myſelf to 
endure her too frequent Embraces, and did her 
Juſtice, as ſhe called it, till a Surfeit enſued; after 
which, all Advances on my Part ceaſed, 
glad to lie by. waiting her Motions. At che End 
of two Months more, finding my Averſion to the 
Drudgery increaſe to ſuch a Degree, that to con- 
ſent to her was little better than Suicide, I fell 
into ſtatu uo, and turned my Complaiſance to- 
wards her into Compaſſion for myſelf. This again 
rouſed her Reſentment, and a terrible Quarrel 
enſued z when I had the Courage to aſſure her, 
© That ſince ſhe was not content with my beſt 
« Endeavours, I would have nothing further to 
do with fo ungrateful a Creature, but for the 
. future ſhould chuſe to lie alone. „ This de- 
ſperate Reſolution mortified her not a little, as it 
could not fail of expoſing the Affair to che Ser. 
vants, and indeed I did not like that myſelf: how. 
ever l perſiſted in it, and we never after lay to. 
gether. But this Piece of Revenge was but , 
{mall Relief, for ſhe had ſtill a thouſand Plague 


in 


» — * „— — 


. 
in Store for me, and now tormented me with reite- 
rated Fury. However, I made ſhiſt to endure all 
her monſtrous Behaviour; in daily Hopes that 
Death would rid me of her. My Friends in ge- 
neral pitied me, ſome laughed at, and others de- 
ſpiſed me. The only tolerable Moments which 1 


paſſed, were thoſe ſpent in my Buſineſs: without 


Doors; but even theſe I was 2 abridge; 
to prevent my Wife trom me on my 
Return with whole Vollies of ſuch mad Exprel\- 


ſions, as the gentle Reader would be at a Loſs to 


comprehend, without being let into her e 
Character. 

Otten did I lament my Infidelity to the young 
dy above-mentioned ; wiſhing I had run 
with that amiable Creature, rather than 


have left her for fuch a Monſter as the Widow, 


Tis true I had great Buſineſs, and great Pro- 
fits aroſe from it, but neither produced me any 
on, en what I had in Proſpect, in 
Caſe-of the 04 oman's er by even this 
diſtant View was frequently cut my A 
prehenſions of her out- living me. 
Many Times have I faid to myſelf, * Alas! 
& why. did I not continue ſingle to this Day, or 
«' rather, Why did I not perform my Engagements 
6 1 the dear Miſs , — 5g little Fortune, 
joined to mine, and with my honeſt Induſtry, 
4 — might have bleſſed with more than 
«<a ten-fold Increaſe? Or if we had never at- 
«tained to that Abundance which few have the 


P Ability to make a rational Uſe of, yet our Hap- 


* in each other would have amply com- 
e penlated 
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« penſated for all other Deficiences : 1'mighe 
«< have enjoyed ten thouſand Times more Sa- 
ce tisfaction with only a moderate Competency, 
than I now can with all my dear- bought Wealth 
about me.“ Such Soliloquies as theſe I often 
ſilently repeated, till at laſt, in the 179th Year of 
my Affliction, a fortunate Fit of the Apoplexy 
rid me of my Wit, * all my Troubles to- 

er. 

An Acquaintance of mine who married an 
elderly Woman, who kept a Shop not far from 
Leadenhall-ftreet, and which they both ſtill keep, 
is even in a worſe Caſe than mine; and with 
Tears, often complains to his Friends, of her 
unſatiable Propenſity to Fruition, Had this 
good Body been young or handſome, if Modeſty 
had not reſtrained her, ſne might have found Fel- 
lows enough to do her Drudgery ; but, ab. 
covetous, ill natured, and nauſeouſly impudent as 
ſhe is, I believe no Man beſides her Habana 
ever touches her. As for her Huſband, neither 
influenced by Love, nor the Fear of Blows, of 
which ſhe gives him not a few, nor the grave 
Lectures ſhe reads bing, cx prevail on the poor 
Man to do more than he is able. However, he 
does all he can, and labours Night and Day to 
keep her quiet; to the no ſmall Detriment of his 
now feeble Carcaſe. I once knew him a ſprightly 
Youth: Whilſt a Batchelor, he was thought to be 
much addicted to wenching ; and would doubtleſs 
have been till Man enough for any reaſonable 
Woman: But, at preſent he languiſhes, laments, 
docs — Duty when called upon, and 2 
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Death and Deſpair 4 in his Countenance ! If ever 

he fails to obey the Summons to the Field of Ve- 
un, hard Words, worſe Looks, and the Cudgel 
are his Doom, for Madam is as expert in the 
Field of Mars, as in Feats of Love; nor will 
or dares the poor Fellow make the leaſt Reſiſt- 
ance ; But to what Purpoſe he thus practiſeth the 
Doctrine of Paſſive- Obedience I know not. 

A well known old Lady in St Fames's Square, 
having buried four Huſbands, married, for the 
fifth, the Brother of the preſent Lord OY but 
the young Gentleman only deſpiſes and hates her 
for that very Action. He had 50,0001, with 
her, 45 of which he would freely give (at leaſt 
he hath often faid fo) to ſee her laid in the Grave, 


that he might have a Houſe of his own to go in 
and out of when he pleaſed: A Liberty which his 


Wife will not allow him co take with Impunity, 

She knows he cannot love her, therefore ſuſpects. 
that whenever he goes out, tis only to ſquander 
away the Fortune ſhe brought him, on Women 
"that are more agreeable to his Taſte, This is the 
Foundation ok Differences betwixt them, too ſhock - 
ing to relate, eſpecially of People of their Rank. 

Indeed I am wear « the ungrateful Employ- 
ment, elſe could 1 fill a large Folio Volbme, 
wich Inſtances of the deplorable Effects of ſuch 
unnatural Alliances. Not, as I have before in- 
timated, but that now and then an Inſtance may 
appear, quite the Reverſe of what I have exhi- 
bited; but ſuch are like Comets, and when ſeen 
excite the TITLED of all Spectators. 


Since 
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Since then there is ſo much Hazard; ſo much 


Danger attending the Con junction of the Vouth 
of our Sex, with the Aged and Widewt c the 
other, let every wiſa, honeſt,” and religious Mm, 
act up to the Pignicy of his: Principles : Lot chg 
Caſes I have eited, be a Warning 0 ſuch, that 
they may not, like ma, aug the fornication 
of reflecting upon their own Conduct with the 
greater Deteſtation, for its having been directly 
contrary to their own Principles. He that would 
acquire a large Fortune, let him apply him- 


ſelt to Buſineſs. He that is inclined to marry, ' 


let him firſt conſult his Heart, then his Pocket, 
and if it can be ſo, let both be ſatisfied; if not, 
rather take agy young rupted Virgin, at 

leaſt one ſo 'dtnonftina tough not worth a 
Farthing, than a Widow, or old Woman of any 
Kind, though bending more under the Weight of 
their Riches than Years. The firſt you may Jove, 
and if you have a Fortune of your own, you may 


both be happy z if you have nothing, be indu- 


ſtrious, merit the Protection of Heaven, and 
doubtleſs you will acquire-its Bleſſings. 
cer, *tis a hundred to one, that you never can 
love, I mean not with that Delicacy and Tender- 
neſs, with which a Wiſe ought to be loved, even 
though ſhe be exempt from thoſe Diſqualifica- 
tions ſome of which I have pointed out. But 
the Hazard is great; not one in fifty of them 


proves worthy of a good Huſband : Which is 


evident from the many thoufand honeſt good-na- 
- tured Fellows, who are at this Time groaning 
under the Variety of * which ever attends, 
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